REPORT
on WS3 activity 1a: gather information on Roma children’s participation 

Activity 1a aimed at information gathering about Roma children’s participation in order to create a European info hub for both Roma young people and change makers.

 In its coordination capacity, UBB team has developed the templates for the collection of data about Roma children’s participation, in consultation with partners. These tools focused on two main categories of information sources: publications and projects. The concept of participation and the classification of participation forms followed closely the approach described in the final report on the “Evaluation of legislation, policy and practice on child

participation in the European Union (EU)”
.
Publications were inventoried according to several items such as: titles and authors; Roma youth age groups under study, short content descriptions in terms of the participation area/form and web links. 

Table 1. Publications

	Nr. crt
	Author
	Year
	Title
	Publisher
	Children’ age range
	Category of document
	Form of children’s participation
	Website
	Social media
	Other


Projects were described according to several items:  titles, funders, the targeted Roma youth age groups, activities and outcomes in terms of participation and web or social media links.  

Table 2. Projects 

	Nr. crt
	Title
	Funding
	Title
	Publisher
	Children’ age range
	Category of document
	Form of children’s participation
	Website
	Social media
	Other


Activity 1a consisted in the data collections at the national level by partners from Cyprus, France, Italy, Lithuania, Ireland, Romania and Ireland. The information was merged into a synthesis’ table that currently comprises more than 100 publications and 35 projects.  The number of reported publications varies significantly among countries under study. In the UK and Ireland the body of literature on this subject is substantial while in countries like Cyprus, Lithuania and Romania the number of publications is relatively small. Given the scarcity of academic texts specifically dedicated to the Roma children’s participation, several national inventories comprise predominantly scientific papers and policy documents regarding Roma population in general. 
While a broader approach of the Roma population’s problems is relevant and provide a useful framework for the understanding of Roma children’s participation it is equally important to obtain a review of publications and projects that address specifically the issue. To this purpose, the initial inventory was narrowed down by retaining just the items which match in a more rigorous way both the criteria of age (children and young population) and topic (participation in its various forms). The data base in this second phase comprises 52 publications and 21 projects.
The majority of the reported items regard participation in education and very few address the civic engagement or participation in the policy decision-making. Among projects only six are described as being “child-led or child co-led” while the bulk of them involved children in consultation or collaborative processes or contributed to a friendly environment to children’s participation through the training of professionals and information.
Many of the reported publications are scientific papers published in peer-reviewed journals and in books. Similarly to projects, they address predominantly the Roma children’s and youth participation in the education system.  A lesser proportion of the research literature focuses on citizenship or participatory research issues.
Two inventories of data (publications and projects) about Roma children’s and youth’s participation are annexed to the report.  
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